


3.2 EDUSAT connecting Indian Universities

Figure 6 shows that about 40 universities in India are connected via the EDUSAT
satellite network from ISRO. EDUSAT is the first Indian satellite exclusively used for
serving the educational sector. The figure shows the participating universities.
Through EDUSAT, A-VIEW is already being used to teach various courses to
engineering colleges across the country.

Fig. 6. Indian Universities connected by Satellite (EDUSAT)

Professor name University Topic

Dr. Eric A Brewer Prof. at UC Berkeley,
Founder of Inktomi Corp.
& Federal Search

Foundation.

Technologies for
Emerging Regions in
Societal Transformation

Dr. N.Narayana Rao Prof. University of Engineering
Illinois at Urbana- Electromagnetism
Champaign

Dr.Ponisseril Director, NSF/IUCR, Challenges and

Somasundaran Prof. Columbia University | opportunities for Nano
technology
Dr. Ashok Agrawala Prof. of CS, Director of The Emerging
the MIND Lab, University | Technologies at the
of Maryland MIND Lab

Fig. 7. Lectures on EDUSAT

Under the “Indo-US E-learning initiative” program, several experts have come to
India and taught classes and led research programs. 26 U.S.-based Universities
including Harvard, Yale, Princeton, etc. are participating in the initiative, as well as
41 Universities from India including IITs, NITs, Amrita, etc. This program is helping
to improve the quality of the students and also the instructors in India. Hundreds of




lectures have been broadcast (http://amritauniversity.info/). Some of them are listed in
Figure 7.

3.3 Corporate World

In the corporate world, we are using A-VIEW for training. In principle, this is similar
to teaching at the university [11], [12], [13]. We have found that depending upon the
applications, the emphasis and usage of the tools varies to some extent. For example,
we are finding that the Corporate Training applications use the ‘Shared Window’ tool
to exhibit various demonstrations. Although this increases the required bandwidth, the
system is able to show more videos and training materials.

Fig. 8. Lecture on Mobile Phone

Employees from separate branch offices are able to talk to each other using the
Knowledge Café. Compared to the university students, there is much more
communication between the employees, and an ability to assist each other. Usage and
communication is better.

The role of the mobile phone is especially important in the corporate world [9],
[10]. In the university, laptops are common, but in the corporate world, the executives
typically carry mobiles, PDAs, etc. Figure 8 shows that the video of the class can be
seen on the mobile phone. Due to the limit of the screen resolution on the mobile,
some of the features and functions are provided in a simpler manner on the mobile.
For the mobile, it is an engineering challenge to design the user screens so that they
provide the necessary functionality and still are simple and easy to use. However, the
role of mobiles is critical in the corporate world, and for executives it is necessary to
be able to continue their eLearning training whenever they have time.
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3.4 Telemedicine

Amrita Telemedicine is a fully integrated telemedicine solution for linking various
clinics and hospitals located in various remote areas of India with Amrita Institute of
Medical Sciences and Research Centre (AIMS) at Cochin. A-VIEW helps the patients
at different locations to get consultation with the doctors. It also helps the doctors at
remote areas to seek expert opinions on treatment, medicine, etc. from expert doctors
at AIMS. It also allows doctors to share data with one another.

3.5 OLPC (One Laptop Per Child)

Amrita is doing a joint project with University of Texas, Austin on the OLPC. This
laptop computer designed for kids will be used by village children in India. A-VIEW
will be used by instructors to teach children in villages in India.

4 Conclusion

In summary, the goal of the A-VIEW framework is to create a virtual world across
multiple centers for the student to receive live interactive lectures and to provide a
complementary online social environment where the students can continue learning at
their own pace. In this setup, we are able to leverage the knowledge and teaching
skills of the best instructors. In general, the A-VIEW framework aims to provide
sufficient power and flexibility for a variety of applications. The classroom interactive
quizzes keep the instructor and the students alert and aware of the actual level of
communication that is taking place. Used properly, the Knowledge Café provides
technical, moral, and social support—particularly for the weaker students.

At the same time, we continue to monitor the various applications, setups and
variables. We continue to perform research into the individual and group behaviors,
satisfaction criteria, and the performance of the students in these eLearning
laboratories
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PRELIMINARY CALL FOR PAPERS

3rd Workshop on Social Aspects of the Web (SAW 2009)
in conjunction with

12th International Conference on Business Information Systems
(BIS 2009)

Poznan, Poland
27, 28 or 29 April 2009
http://www.integror.net/saw/

Deadline for submissions (preliminary): December, 15t 2008

In recent years, the Web has moved from a simple one-way communication channel extending
traditional media, to a complex 'peer-to-peer" communication space with a blurred
author/audience distinction and new ways to create, share, and use knowledge in a social way.

This change of paradigm is currently profoundly transforming most areas of our life: our
interactions with other people, our relationships, ways of gathering information, ways of
developing social norms, opinions, attitudes and even legal aspects as well as ways of working
and doing business.

It also raises a strong need for theoretical, empirical and applied studies related to how people
may interact on the Web, how they actually do so and what new possibilities and challenges
are emerging in the social, business and technology dimensions.

Following the two previous editions, the goal of this workshop is to bring researchers and
practitioners together to explore the issues and challenges related to social aspects of the Web.

TOPICS OF INTEREST |

We want to facilitate discussion on theoretical, empirical and applied studies related to:

e  Users in the social Web

User identity/identities on the Web

Activity patterns

Privacy / intimacy in the social Web
Psychological aspects of acting in the social Web
Analysis and reduction of the socio-technical gap in social software
e Communities on the Web

User roles, leadership and interactions

Conflicts and their resolution

Social norms and their enforcement

Trust and reputation in communities

Relations of on-line and off-line communities
Social discourse and decision-taking on the Web
e large-scale social Web mining and empirical studies

O O O O O

O O O O O O
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Social network analysis
Associations mining from social network
Large-scale behavior patterns and anomalies' mining
Moods' / opinions' / social problems' analysis
Experts finding on the social Web
Mining formal semantics from social sources
Methodologies of Web-based social macro and micro studies
e Social Web and business
Social Web as a source of business information
Social Web as a business communication channel
Business models for social software and services
Specific types of social software on the Web (bookmarking, social networks etc.)
Use cases and best practices
e Applications of Web-based social software
o Social software architectures
Social software on the Semantic Web
Strategies for bootstrapping social software / bypassing the critical mass problem
Social software in information processing and retrieval
Social software in collaborative maintenance of content and data

O O O 0O O O O O O O O O

O O O O

|SUBMISSION

The following types of papers can be submitted to SAW 2009:

® [ong papers: max. 12 LNBIP pages

e  Work-in-progress report: max. 6 LNBIP pages
®  Position papers: max. 6 LNBIP pages

®  Demo papers: max. 6 LNBIP pages

SAW 2009 proceedings will be published by Springer as a volume in Lecture Notes in
Business Information Processing series, together with proceedings of BIS 2009.

CHAIRS

e Dominik Flejter, Poznan University of Economics, Poland
e Tomasz Kaczmarek, Poznan University of Economics, Poland
e  Marek Kowalkiewicz, SAP Research Brisbane, Australia

PROGRAM COMMITTEE (PRELIMINARY, TO BE EXTENDED)

e Tanguy Coenen, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium

e Davide Eynard, Politecnico di Milano, Italy

®  Marcin Paprzycki, Polish Academy of Science, Poland

e Katharina Siorpaes, STI, University of Innsbruck, Austria
e Jie Tang, Tshingua University, China

e  (Celine van Damme, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium

e Valentin Zacharias, FZI Karlsruhe, Germany
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PRELIMINARY CALL FOR PAPERS

2nd Workshop on Advances in Accessing Deep Web (ADW 2009)

in conjunction with

12th International Conference on Business Information Systems

(BIS 2009)

Poznan, Poland
27, 28 or 29 April 2009
http://www.integror.net/adw/

Deadline for submissions (preliminary): December, 15t 2008

The main way of accessing content on contemporary Web is by means of general purpose
search engines. However, for reasons such as: password protection, FORM based interfaces
and usage of dynamic client-side technologies (JavaScript, AJAX, Flash, Adobe Air, and others),
a significant portion of modern Web content cannot be indexed and thus is unavailable to the

majority of Web users.

In many cases these information sources that cannot be indexed, known altogether under the
names of Deep Web, Hidden Web or Invisible Web, are better structured and of better quality
than indexable surface Web sources. First attempts to index deep Web sources are proving

that the task is not trivial.

Started recently, Deep Web research combines challenges from several active research areas
including information retrieval, information extraction, hypertext, Web engineering, data

integration, database technologies and the Semantic Web.

The goal of this workshop is to bring researchers and practitioners together to explore the
issues and challenges related to domain dependent and independent Deep Web empirical
studies, methodologies and techniques of accessing and processing Deep Web content, as well

as their real life applications.

TOPICS OF INTEREST

In the workshop we would like to present and discuss research, business cases and working

prototypes or applications in areas including, but not limited to:

Modeling and Describing Deep Web

o

O O O O

O

Models of Deep Web Navigation

Hidden Web Data and the Semantic Web

Description of Deep Web Sources Contents

Description of Deep Web Sources Querying Capabilities
Addressing Content and Data in Deep Web Sources
Semantic Annotation of Deep Web Sources

Empirical Studies of Deep Web

O

Research on Deep Web Size and Topicality
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o Deep Web Content and Quality Studies
o Domain-Specific Deep Web Sources Studies
o Comparative Studies of Deep Web and Surface Web Content
e Working with Deep Web Sources
o Probing Deep Web Sources
o Classification and Clustering of Deep Web Sources
o Handling Client-Side Technologies (JavaScript/dHTML/AJAX) for Deep Web
Access
Extraction of Data from Deep Web
Deep Web Sources Discovery
Archiving and Preservation of Deep Web Content
Methods of Deep Web Indexing
e Data Integration from Deep Web Sources
o Deep Web Sources Selection
o Rewriting Queries for Deep Web Sources
o  Matching and Mapping of Deep Web Sources Schemas
o Methods of Deep Web Meta-Search
e Applications of Deep Web Research
o Monitoring Hidden Web Data

O O O O

o Cases and Best Practices of Deep Web Data Usage

o Business Models of Deep Web Data Integration

o Legal and Ethical Aspects of Using Deep Web Content

o Detecting and Disabling Deep Web Harvesting
|SUBMISSION

The following types of papers can be submitted to ADW 2009:

® long papers: max. 12 LNBIP pages

e Work-in-progress report: max. 6 LNBIP pages
®  Position papers: max. 6 LNBIP pages

® Demo papers: max. 6 LNBIP pages

ADW 2009 proceedings will be published by Springer as a volume in Lecture Notes in
Business Information Processing series, together with proceedings of BIS 2009.

CHAIRS

®  Dominik Flejter, Poznan University of Economics, Poland
e Tomasz Kaczmarek, Poznan University of Economics, Poland
e  Marek Kowalkiewicz, SAP Research Brisbane, Australia

PROGRAM COMMITTEE (PRELIMINARY, TO BE EXTENDED)

®  Manuel Alvarez, University of A Coruna, Spain

® Jrene Celino, CEFRIEL - Politecnico di Milano, Italy

®  Emanuele Della Valle, CEFRIEL - Politecnico di Milano, Italy

®  Francesco Guerra, University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy

e Altigran Soares da Silva, Universidade Federal do Amazonas, Brazil
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