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driver and several other passengers rode on top of the stage. For short distances 10-12 people could ride perched on the (. ;. | f f . —— Abbot, Downing, and Company in Concord, New Hampshire. Most of the Stanley it CuiFaras £ 1-856-Gl | LIMON
top of the stage, making for a total of over 20 people. There were various models of Concord coaches, and the type & - : Concord coaches that were built saw service on the dusty trails throughout (Coryel} peet o Fott Senia L yolid [ DENVER .
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and the finest coach the world has ever known. Probably most of the coaches saw use on the trails and roads out . 6 1 . 1 ¥ i - i W stagecoach came with adjustable leather side curtains, leather boot . [ gjﬁg“ Mining & PN LA _f PUEBLO 2. .
West. No two coaches had the same color scheme; however, the favorite colors used on the coaches were red % Ay | il B : U L attached to the back of the stage, top deck seat, hand-operated brakes, .l- et o) & \Im Springs ';_"é':g;‘
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stage might be pulled by 2-6 horses. The stage drivers changed horses (or mules) about 10 or 12 times leather side curtains are rolled down over the front and back side McMillan | <L L Mi::* ﬂﬁ&%ﬁ:&ﬂ%ﬂsﬁﬂmﬂﬂ = g = {Bonital _ ? -, A
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Trolleys in Trinidad
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the west. In 1908 the interurban line was extended to Cokedale and additional track was added to the city lines. In 1911, Federal Light & 06 : organizer, They overcame barriers of language and culture and voted to e he cv '“l by oW ‘;'117' i interested in protecting their northern border along the Arkansas River, so they authorized the governor of New Mexico
"Ii'an:uon.tmk over the company and the name then becama Trinidad Electric Transmission Railway & Gasl Cumpany By 1920 ﬂm cﬂfﬂfﬂﬂ . strike together. Their demands included recognition of their union, a ten P 5 _} y ! i 4 Q' ne ‘- to c?tal:fllsh colonies and grants in those n-::rrth_t:m arcas..'Ih.:::,lr awarded grants of land to petitioners who would bring
a:ummnbﬂn had so greatly mdmad the numbers of Peup]e riding the streetcars that the company asked for permission to abandon the city o0& sﬂlﬂlﬂm ﬂ" percent increase in wages, enforcement of the Colorado eight-hour law, " u_f‘i- re:ﬁ es o L 2Y ‘! cultivation and §¢t:]¢mr.nt to the lands. At one time a fc_\-.r md.m;?uals and practically al] of what are now the s::!uumastcm
lines. In January 1922 permission was received and in March the local lines were closed. However, the interurban continued for another year Pﬂmgw Dﬂﬂil‘hﬂm; ’ health and safety regulations, and the right to select their own living \ P if‘ ‘i‘ ; 21 h a.':l ..ﬂ am % Colorado counties of Alamosa, Archuleta, Bent, Conejos, Costilla, Huerfano, Las Animas, Otero, Pueblo, Rio Grande,
until September 15, 1923, when it too was abandoned. Streetcar fare in town was five cents; interurban fare to the three coal camps was 15 : ; rolin ; i ' & o " and Saguache were involved in the land grants. The grants were made by Meaxican Governor Don Facundo Melagres or
cents. Two cars ran to the coal camps every hour. (Informarion from Ormes, 1963; Wilkins, 1974; Fletcher, 1995; Ken Fletcher, written b. ﬂ 0 ?ﬁ?ﬁfﬁnﬁuﬁﬁs N m&jﬁim,msepughmﬁ Ee A 3 1\; Ul‘ % e ! \ 18 by Manuel Armijo of New Mexico in order to induce people to live in what was then northern Mexico, which at that
conununication, 1999; and other references listed in the “Sources of Information™ in the text pamphlet that accompanies this map. ) : Na. 2 winter of 1913 and the spring of 1914 striking miners and their families, G 210 né -..l gh L4 o H" A - w-**w time was occupied sparsely, but alm_c-st Sﬂl:’:’l}'_h:y_ Indians. By colonizing the a::na.,_Mmmn‘s claims to the area wuu]q be
- union officials, organizers, and sympathizers stayed near the mines and \inu, e Lu,‘i 3 o e e h E Fi’ l F g pr-::st@tcd from the Texas and &mtnc:m_auqmmu\rmcss. But before the mlﬂmmum_'n could fully ta}-.-.e place, the Uruu?d
established a tent mlﬂﬂ}' which housed some 900 men, women, and ! 1 |q"-i- : ‘.e‘ n arfm}ffqu?n} f:?_."} run H, 'f F # States had annexed th-l.'. Texas R.cpubl;u:: in March 1845, Also the war bﬁ[wm Mexico and the United States started in
children. The union-supported colony warded off strikebreakers and the | av (R the P.a_:;f Office V : !/ f} a 4 May 1846 and the United States soon took over the land that had been set aside for land grants.
armed assaults of the Baldwin-Fets Detective Agency. At the request of WHY NOT 1} UI‘ S| N 8 B There were originally 197 private land grants. The titles to these lands came from special grants from the
county officials of Las Animas and Huerfano Counties, Colorado Governor THE MINES ¢ E‘ - UH}E H government of Mexico. After being acquired by the United States these lands took on special value, and because the
Elias M. Ammons sent units of the Colorado National Guard to the Ludlow . i . treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848) guaranteed to Mexican citizens their own property rights, it became necessary that
ramﬂd&hﬁffgm:l law. ;Eﬁ!ﬂ-ﬁ' l‘.;:mp was Bszbil:hﬁd- mﬂdﬂ:ﬂ?ﬂ : all claims to land be adjudicated and their extent and boundaries fixed by the United States. Congress confirmed 13
San Luis Vallev Southern Rai S LVS Rv) sieam encine number 106 crossine Rattlesnake Guich near Blanc e appearance of the Nation ' miners refused to give up their grants on June 21, 1860. At least partly in Colorado were the Beaubien and Miranda Grant (the Maxwell Grant), the
Colorado, m?w e T ].m;,g‘:}ﬂ;rh:mgmph b;%ltm Pmiglgjg,_ (OP-15124) 4 i df’m““qi On tllem-?rujng ﬂfAW-l 20, 1914, E“"‘_h_n?ﬁn bﬂsﬂﬂﬁﬂﬂsﬂﬂ the Conejos Grant (not confirmed), the Nolan Grant, the Luis Maria Baca No. 4 Grant, the Medano Springs and Zapato
people in the tent village. Five miners and one militiaman were killed and Grant (not confirmed), the Sangre de Cristo Grant, and the Vigil and St. Vrain Grant. (Information from references listed
tents were burned. Later it was discovered that a tent dugout was burned that in the “Sources of Information” in the text pamphlet that accompanies this map.)

housed two women and 11 children who apparently died of suffocation. The
Ludlow Massacre was a public relations fiasco on a national scale for the
owners and managers of the C.F. and I. Corporation. The Ludlow massacre
was followed by about 10 days of burnings, dynamitings, and murders
throughout the coal fields. Finally, Governor Ammons appealed to President

Woodrow Wilson for intervention by the United States Army. By April 30, O v
1914, the Army arrived and replaced the National Guard. Negotiations i e ;:fud;‘; w"Q“FW mk': P i :;E
. B A finally were completed that ended the strike in December 1914. The goals of g R S
.. e T | the miners finally were realized in protected conditions of work, better 2 i £k )
Metal Mlmﬂg e ; R i hours, and higher pay. (Information from references listed in the “Sources of
Information” in the text pamphlet that accompanies this map. ) e o e U

T children in Trinidad in 1913 or 1914 in support of
here are no large metal mining districts in the Trinidad quadrangle. e e =l g striking United Mine Workers coal miners during
However, prospectors found some bedrock and gold placer deposits here a5 ; = e gl ¥ Cﬂal Mines the sirike against the Colorado Fuel and Iron
and there. The placer deposits produced small amounts of gold, and a o - i sl Corporation. Photographer unknown. (X-60493)
few of the bedrock deposits were developed into mines that produced ; 3 e

small amounts of gold, silver, and base metals. One of the bedrock mines a7 = P - e Coal mining in southern Colorado started about 1864. However, very limited amounts of coal were mined as ! \ ¢ SERn
was the Plomo mine (now abandoned) on Rito Seco (Dry Creek) on the ’ L e i 7 early as 1861, when the first wagon load was shipped out by Kroenig (Forrest and others, 1998). The earliest mines A LUIS MARIA
western slope of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains in Costilla County. The . e = ; were at Starkville and Engleville near Trinidad and the Walsen, Robinson, and Cameron mines near Walsenburg, "“\,ﬁ BACA
mine and mill are about 16 miles southeast of Fort Garland and 7 miles : o : ; Between 1887 and 1893 new mines were opened at Sopris, Berwind, Rouse, Hastings, Santa Clara, Forbes e

northeast of San Luis. The ore rock in the Plomo mine contained nafive V. - Canyon, Pictou, Peerless, and Brodhead. Branch lines and spurs of the Colorado and Southern and the Denver and NO. 4
gold, pyrite (iron sulfide), galena (lead sulfide), sphalerite (zinc sulfide), ; ~ Rl T E R Rio Grande Railroads were built to the new mines. The coal deposits along the Purgatoire River were made
chalcopyrite (copper iron sulfide), fluorite, and specular hematite. Of e 3 N accessible by the Colorado and Wyoming Railroad, and mines were then opened at Primero, Tercio, and other

Entrance to the Luis Maria Baca No. 4
Grant, near Crestone, in the San Luis -
Valley, Colorado. Photograph by M.S.
Wolle, 1942, (X-5540)

these, only the native gold and the galena formed the valuable parts of . P " ; sites. The northern part of the coal field was opened by the extension of the Walsenburg-Picton branch of the D. & \
G the ore rock. The bedrock surrounding the ore body}riekb:lon!}r a trace s £ o 8 ok, S R.G. to Strong, Tioga, Pinon, Sunnyside, and other mines. Richardson (1910, p. 437) considered the mining
Brand new trolley car number 2 of the Trinidad Electric Transmission Railway & Gas Comparny. Electric trolley cars such as this one saw service on the lines that extended from Trinidad to the nearby R waress S =il et ton of rock. In i sctusl oL : =~ 2 i ey cam oo i (e Ly Pl tehe qete Ahe & WER EQURC, RE Wil Pl W

gold content varied from $2.50 to $7.00 or more per ton. A box of o L timber was available, and the coal beds were readily accessible and easily worked. However, over the years since
dynamite is visible in this photograph of the Plomo mine, which e o : ! Richardson wrote about the coal industry, other energy sources have become more popular, and the cost of
indicates that the hard bedrock required blasting in order to break it up. o ) : extracting underground coal has become much higher than the cost of open-pit extraction. In addition, labor
Also visible in the photograph are hand tools and a wheelbarrow, all - i problems caused many of the mines to close down. As a result, all of the coal mines in the Trinidad and
indicating that hard manual labor was what it took to work the mine. 5 il T I Walsenburg fields are now closed. The last mine to close was the Golden Eagle mine (formerly the Maxwell mine)

' : i} : which opened in 1976, but closed on Friday, April 19, 1996. It formerly was owned and operated by the Colorado
Fuel and Iron Corporation.

Coal deposits crop out from the headwaters area of the Purgatoire River eastward to Trinidad, then
northwestward past Walsenburg. The majority of the old mines are along this trend. Most of the coal mines had
small settlements associated with them. These settlements were connected to each other by roads, and later some
were connected by railroads, which facilitated hauling coal to market. The communities had waterworks, sanitary
facilities, electric lights, and other amenities of that time. In addition, each community had churches, schools, and
clubhouses. Some of these communities are still active and have post offices and schools. (Tnformation from
references listed In the “Sources of Information” in the text pamphlei thal aeccompanies this map.)

communities of Cokedale, Sopris, Piedmont, and Starkville. Photograph by O.E. Anltman probably in 1904 or 1905, courtesy of Colorado Railroad Museum.
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Great Sand Dunes
National Monument and Preserve

Map showing the extent of the Mexican Land Grants in what is now southern Colorado and northern New Mexico, as of
June 21, 1860. Before 1836, the area encompassing what is now the southwestern U.S. (Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,
southern California, and southern Colorado) belonged to Mexico. In what is now Coloradp, the San Luis Valley and
points farther west as well as land south of the Arkansas River belonged to Mexico. Texas won iis independence from
Mexico in 1836, and was then annexed by President James Polk as the 28th State of the United States in 1845. After the
war between the United States and Mexico in 1846, what is now New Mexico, Arizona, southern California, and
southern Colorado became United States territory. However, the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 guaranteed
former Mexican citizens their own property rights in these areas, and, after adjudication, the United States Congress
confirmed 13 land grants on June 21, 1860. Five of those granis are in what is now Colorado, and they are shown on
this fipure. Two other grant requests, the Conejos Grant and Medano Springs and Zapato Grant are shown but were
never confirmed. Map scale is approximately I inch to 20 miles. (Most of the land grant boundaries are from the

Thnsc fascinating dunes occupy about 400 square miles of the castern part of the
San Luis Valley where they extend about 10 miles north to south against the
western edge of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains between Mosca Pass and Music
Pass. The fine sand in the dunes has been piled up to a maximum depth of over
700 feet, making them the tallest sand dunes in North America. The major source
of the sand is the broad alluvial fan deposited by the Rio Grande, which brings
sediment out of the San Juan Mountains and deposits it in the San Luis Valley.
Prevailing westerly winds pick up sand from the alluvial fan, but are unable to Lift
the sand over the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, so it is dropped in the great dunes
at the foot of the range. Johnson (1967) described seven different types of dunes

P L e -

(ABOVE) Horseback rider among the giant sand dunes that are now part of Great Sand Dunes National
Monument, which was established in 1932 by President Herbert Hoover. High peaks af the Sangre De Cristo

3 3 that resulted from different processes that operated in different places within the dated “The Mexican Land Grants.”" by Herschal Lea
Mountains are in the background. Photograph by G.L. Beam, between 1913 and 1920, (GB-7509 : L map, Aexican Land Lrrants, Dy Hersche -
(ABOVE) Trolley tracks at the intersection of Main and Commercial kg g ( ) dune field. Over time, Ihc apparent net movement of the dunes has been very slow
Streets in Trinidad, sometime between I?Mdand 1922, Photograph (RIGHT]) Vi of fhe pevat snid davear and Sangre de Crivio 3 o I T TR e of Great ::;dthu MTI mm ﬂf.::nd lllJﬂJ-C dnmm:i;;r:?d about 15,000 years ago \ )
e Sand Dunes National Monument, (U.S. Geological Survey Photographic Libeary, C.E. Siebeathal 57.) continied Ay (Fyrmrion from Johnien, 1967,

(RIGHT) Electric trolley cars of the Trinidad Electric Transmission

Mrmc_ﬂ_mﬂmhﬁlﬂmwiﬁﬂﬂn}' ":1' Historical data compiled by Glenn R. Scoti in 1999-2001
Railway & Gas Company. The car barn for the trolleys is visible in rdexicaira ey o Geological Smcy Publication design and digital layout by Carol Quesenberry
the right background and the electric power plant is in the lefi - _ =T B e e g y _ _ _— _ Original dmmgs by Carol Quesenberry
.E;cr:g::md. The T;ymber 10 rrolley hap.;l n;mag Eﬂ :s]wa}r along the -' s - G REEY = hﬁsﬁWMmsmm, mmmm e o b}rﬂglm by F. %ﬁg Brunstein
Baca trolley route. Photograph by O.E. Aultman between . : B == ) F
1904 and 1922, courtesy of Colorado Railroad Museum. Photograph ' Thir oap i alio avadlaolo as & FLE e al Migeipeclogy comgs oy Pamphlet layout an;i ﬂ;i:s;:gn by Carol Q;:s:nbmjr
of token courtesy of Colorado Railroad Musenm. AT |k Additional assistance from members o entral Publishing Group
trolley y ot Photographic credits: Manuseript approved for publication, May 15, 2001
Four miners, one pushing a wheelbarrow full of dump rock, pose near the entrance to the Plomo gold mine on Rito Seco Creek near San Luis Two young coal miners driving an ore train ar one of the Primero coal mines in Las Animas County. Photographer Photographs are 'm“ﬂf-“}’ of the Denver Public Library,

in the San Luis Valley. A box of dynamite, hammer, shovel, and miner’s picks are also visible. Photograph by O.T. Davis, 1894, (X-61720) unknown. Between 1900 and 1920, (X-63176) \‘l"esler‘lihﬂmary amiﬁenﬂgﬂlog}' Deparu;::tﬁ ISBN O0-60O7-T7499-0
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