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stage stations, were abandoned before the land was surveyed and
before the counties were organized, so these features cannot be
found on the land plats or on county deed records. After the stage
lines were abandoned, the station buildings were almost
immediately torn down and scavenged as material for
constructing buildings elsewhere. Cultivation of the land
followed settlement, and the trails were plowed up or were

attle have a natural tendency to gather in herds and to travel as herds to
water or to pastures. This herding instinct has been used by cowboys to
create huge groups of cattle for moves of many miles. Long before the U.S.
cattle industry got started, the earliest drives were made by the Spanish
“conquistador” Don Francisco Vasquez de Coronado in 1540, from Mexico
to our present southwest. In 1598 Don Juan de Onate brought cattle from
Chihuahua to the San Juan Indian Pueblo along the upper Rio Grande in

universal language. The Cheyenne, Arapaho, and
Ute tribes lived a nomadic life dependent upon
the availability of water, game, and edible plants.
As they moved from place to place, the men
carried weapons, while the women carried
everything else, often using carriers called
“travois,” which were pulled by horses or dogs.

obliterated by wind-blown sand from eroding fields. 4 The plains. tribes lived in tepees made of 11-21 New Mexico. America’s greatest drives were along cattle trails from the
. gﬁ SN LS AR ‘ = - buffalo skins supported by 12-26 wood poles home ranches in Texas to the towns and railheads in Kansas and Colorado.
2{&\{& 4 :‘?4 //*‘ 2 Y - Se ) Vi N \ - v/ from 16 to 30 feet long (Clark, 1982). The size Some of the cattle trails in Colorado were the Goodnight Trail, the

Goodnight-Loving Trail, the Loving Trail, the National Cattle Trail, the

family or the wealth of the owner. Tepees were Chisholm Trail (along the Santa Fe Trail), and the Montana Cattle Trail.

pitched in circles with family members
pitching their tepees near each other. The
closable entrance usually faced east, and
occupants slept on animal robes and on
mats of willow rods and woven plants.
A fireplace was located in the center of
the tepee, and the smoke escaped
through an adjustable vent flap at the
top. The Utes also lived in tepees, as
well as wickiups, which were
dwellings made of wood poles that
supported roofs made of interwoven
sticks and grass.

Y g‘,\ = (s g o P g\ N / & of the tepee depended upon the size of the

The greatest herds along the trails were those of longhorn cattle in the
middle and late 1800’s. While at their home range, the herds required little
attention, but moving them to distant markets required many cowboys and
herders. Herds of 2,000 cows along the trail were common and in one year
as many as 6,000 cows a day or 30,000 a month might pass a single point.
Herds usually were started out of Texas in the early spring, although some
started in the fall. Before the drive started, all of the longhorn cattle were
branded with a distinctive road brand that would identify the drover who
brought the cattle to the ultimate buyer. The brand also helped separate
cattle in the herds after a stampede or if the cattle became intermixed with
other cattle.

Yagw \\5.;_9
XS - g A ok =

Cowboys on cattle drive ready to break camp. Man on horseback wears chaps and has a lasso attached to saddle. Three
men stand in front of canvas tent, and another man stands in front of two pack horses that are being loaded. Somewhere
in Colorado between 1900 and 1920. (L.C. McClure, MCC-1020)

Although adventure was a great part of a drover’s daily life, the job of
driving cattle was tiresome, sometimes dangerous, and always hard work.
During a cattle drive, each cowboy had an assigned duty and position
relative to the herd. Two experienced cowboys rode at the head of the herd
to guide and control the speed of the steers. Two swing riders were one
third of the way back from the front, and two flank riders were another
third back. The least agreeable positions were the drag riders who rode in
the cloud of dust behind the herd. The drags had to keep the slow or lazy
steers moving. The drives were monotonous except for occasional
stampedes, meal times, and evening camps (Brayer and Brayer, 1952).

Buffalo was the main food of
the Cheyenne and Arapaho, and the

Ute man on horseback, 1899. He holds a rifle and wears near extinction of the buffalo in the
beaded moccasins, beaded and fringed leggings and shirt, 1880’s was disastrous to them. The
ammunition belt, fur pelts decorated with metal discs, and Utes hunted deer, mountain goat,
metal hoop earrings. Horse wears a bridle decorated with antelope, and small game, and they

metal and a saddle and saddle blanket. (H.S. Poley, P-68) gatl'lered ed.ible plants and berries. The
plains Indians were almost entirely

dependent on the buffalo. The buffalo
could be as tall as six feet and weigh as much
as a ton, and it could provide almost every
necessity of life. It provided large amounts of
meat and the buffalo chips to cook the meat. The
buffalo also yielded hides for clothing and for shelter,
tallow to burn for light, horns for spoons and utensils,
bones for tools, bladders for containers, hair for ropes,
and tendons for bow strings.

o Sy p > s -
e A X ol ke SO W I BN

Loaded stagecoaches headed for the gold fields in 1892 or 1893. This view of Dolores, in southwestern Colorado, is typical of the
mountain towns in Colorado at that time. Original photograph by W.H. Jackson, reproduced by L.C. McClure in 1920-1928. (L.C.
McClure, MCC-2869)
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Sai-ar and his family sit on an animal hide on the western slope of the Wasatch Mountains,
Utah. They wear bead necklaces over their traditional Ute clothing. Between 1871 and 1875.
(J.K. Hillers, X-30622)
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Cattle roundup, date unknown. Although this photograph was taken in Wyoming, it is typical of cattle drives in the
western United States. (C.J. Belden, Temp 01)
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N A wehum, (R Full-length portrait of “WM. Shakspear, head Arapahoe,” in N : .
R RIRITTIRN 2 : - . _ - . = 0 . Publication design and digital layout by Carol Quesenbe
§\§\\ T \x‘\:]_ Y Bossrait of a Gte e i rame 15 NOGHE 6 et 5 1899. He wears a feather headdress, porcupine-quill Painting of longhorn cattle drive on the prairie. Date unknown. (Temp 03) R e s Ori ginagl i bz Carol gu e enbe:g
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\\‘\‘\‘\\\\ S \\§ N Wi --__\ e e ; S~ ' . leader’s flag, and blanket. (Rose & Hopkins, H-412) This map is also available as a PDF file at http://greenwood.cr.usgs.gov - - and Roger Lawrence
§\\\“ e 7 , a"'g ba’;d}‘: and an eagle feazther in his hair. Between Editing and digital cartography by F. Craig Brunstein
\ 3 1880 and 1900. (Nast, X-30582) Pamphlet text layout and digital cartography by Denny Wel,

Anthropologists believe that the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Ute people were descendants of the first Americans who crossed from the When the white men first came west, the Indian tribes were very friendly, but when the whites took more of the Trail m:p digitizingyand digitalgcartograpiy Il))nyazlnes Ch{zppez
Old World to the New World during Pleistocene time a little later than 15,000 years ago. A land bridge apparently linked Asia to land, killed the buffalo, and wanted the Indians put on reservations, the Indians began to fight back. However, the
Amenc_a and migrants then gradually moved sou?hward across both North Amerlca and South Aroerlca. In the newly dlscoYered land, Ind}ans were outnurobered and their source of food was almost eliminated. They were confined to reservations, and Manuscript approved for publication, March 26, 1998
the Indians found a great assortment of game animals, such as the Columbian mammoth, large bison, horse, camel, and grizzly bear. their ancient way of life came to an end. eI L CETR AL SURVETREETON VRGN 059
Some of these animals became extinct about 10,000 years ago, either because of unfavorable changes in climate or from overhunting.
: - TS The early hunters had to develop weapons capable of killing these large animals. Their weapons included stone-tipped thrusting spears Photographic credits: ISBN 0-07-92447-0

2 R ’ and the atlatl or spear thrower, which allowed the hunter to throw the spear farther than possible with his arm alone. The hunters also Photographs are courtesy of the Denver Public Library, Western History and Genealogy Department. The U.S. Depariment of the Interior

; developed a method to stampede bison over cliffs. The bison that survived the fall could be dispatched with spears or with bow and photographer (where known) and Denver Public Library call number for each photograph are shown in l,g ,4.9 ® ll9 9 9 "II ”lll |II|"||"|I|I| ” I" ,
arrow. Such sites have been found southeast of Denver. parentheses at the end of each caption. Arrowhead by F.C. Brunstein. 9780607192447 3 @ Printed on recycled paper




